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ABSTRACT

The Misings were earlier known as Miri, as the tema@s used by non-missing people of Assam, which is
conjunction of two missing words-Mi and RI, wheré dénotes man and | Hill. On the basis of the maguoif the Mi and
RI, it can be presumed that, Miri means Hills-M&ut, the plain people used the term Miri, to meanl&sively the
people of the Mising tribe, who played the rolentddiators between the hill tribes of Arunachal Bsidand plain people
of Assam. But, in the same time, the term Miri va#® used to mean other hill tribes like - Aborsr(MMishmi (Miri),
Ghasi (Miri) and Daphlas (Miri) of present ArunatRaadesh.

KEYWORDS: Non-Missing People of Assam, Arunachal PradeshRiaih People of Assam
INTRODUCTION

The confusion indicates that, they were not cordanabout the word Miri. The pioneer of the missiigtory
writing, Sonaram Paying Kotoki, used the word Maimean Mrigo (hunting of deer) and their habitaisvknown as the
habitation of Mrigo (deer). So, the people who diva the hilly region for mrig (deer hunting) wekaown as Miri. The
definition forwarded by S. P. Kotoki is not abselyt correct. Since, the early days, the missingetrielated to various
types of hunting along with deer. They also huntéld pigs, birds and fishes. Apart from hunting thidbe was also
related to trade and commerce with plains. Briidministrative officer Wilcox mentions that fromettime of the visit in
1825 until the present day they have not only freaedded in our territory, but gladly welcomed wstheir hills. The
ethnographic report clearly indicates that the Mitie continued trade and commerce at the tinritish rule. Hence, it
is confirmed that the term Miri was not used fagitroccupational work. Even the term Miri becameugdar, after coming
to the plains of Assam. The word Miri appears teehhaad its origin in an Adi-missing word miri or iiwhich refers to a
shaman amongst Adis and Misings. Because, of firtafbetween the Adis (Abors) and the Misingse tervices of the
latter were enlisted by the administration, wherdesl as ‘go-between’ for communicating with thenfer. It was
possible that, the missing community associatet thieé administration with the word Miri. The Miaphla, and Abor
names were given by the mainstream Assamese peopliree sections of one and the same race, itinghthe
mountains between the Assam Valley and Tibet. B m@at a correct explanation, because the mirroaphlas and Abors
were three different tribal groups of the TibetorBan language family. They have distinct languageligious beliefs
and cultural features. In this context E. T. Daltaentioned that under the Assam Government the iMaranaged to
keep themselves in trades between Assam and thes Abpresent Arunachal Pradesh and as such, bengnly medium
of communication between the two peoples, theyinbththe name Miri, which means mediator or ‘gonssn’. At the
same time, he uses the term Miri, to denote Abat Raphla of Arunachal Pradesh. If the missing tmb&naged the

business, as the mediator in-between the hill srilfieArunachal Pradesh and the people of the plaifsssam, the term
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Miri should not have been used to denote the Alami Daphlas. On the basis of colonial records,Atsam district
Gazetteer stated that the Miris, who lived on theng, where reveries people dwelling on the Bratuma and its
tributaries and that ‘Miri’ is an Assamese word fim-between or interpreter. In a real sense tha Miri does not mean
go-between in Mising or Assamese language. Everdlanial writer wrote and spelt it wrongly, as Merstead of Miri

in the earlier note ‘On the Meris and Abors of Assdt indicates that, they had little knowledgeoabthe pronunciation

of missing language and due to which they had aflptejudice about Miri tribes.

The Miri tribe introduced themselves as missinge Binthographic form ‘Mishing’, was used for thesfitime in
the book Outline Grammar of the Shaiyang Miri Laage by J. F. Needham, who was an Assistant Pélibéécer,
based at Sadiya, now in Tinsukia district of Assamwrote in the preface with the words-the Momibp resided on the
banks of the Brahmaputra, Dihong, and Dibong rivershe neighborhood of Sadiya, called themseMéshing. The
word Mishing, used by Needham was replaced to Misby the Missing Agom Kébang (Missing Languageddi the
apex body of the missing established in 1972 fer gheservation and development of missing langwengkliterature.
Both the word Mising and Mishing mean the sameetiith Assam. The word missing is a conjunction ob twords Mi
means men and a sing means peace loving or whit¢h& compilation of two parts of the word Mi +i&s sense ‘white
man’ or ‘peace loving man’. In present day contie tribe likes to introduce itself as missing @zt of Miri. In the
present day context, the word Miri is used in igmme and derogative sense and this tribe like ttodace them as
missing. The Indian constitution enlisted them Esnpschedule tribes of Assam and out of nine ptabes they are the
second largest and according to the census repd01l, the total number of missing population js86, and 424.

Although the missing tribe is patriarchal in nafutee women folk play an important role in theilyda day life.
Objectives of the Study:

The following objectives are explored in the progubsesearch paper:

. To highlight the causes and migration of the migsiibe of Assam
. To study the distribution pattern of the missirigdrin Assam
. Role of Mising Women in their livelihood

Methodology of the study

The present research paper is based on the hat@ie analytical method of research. Both primanyg
secondary data have been collected with a viewdtivessing the objectives. The primary data have lbéen collected
from the archival records, both regional and natipoolonial ethnographic works and reports of @db officials. The
secondary data consists of books, journals, magazmonographs, souvenirs, published and unpubligloeks, and the

internet.
Migration of the missing

Originally the Mising tribe was a hill tribe of ment Arunachal Pradesh. The tribe came to the plaas of
Assam around Bcentury A. D. And it is believed that they follogvén different groups at different times and took
different routes. The routes they followed durihg tnigration where the old route of Adi, Pasi anebil@l of Reagan hills,

Pangin-Pasighat route of Bapi hills, Tone and Jagiil route, Pesha-Shayang route of Dambuk. Th#esoconnected to
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the hill areas and river valleys. The Dirjemo, DRiVer and the Subansiri furnish the passes, byglwtiie Miris enter the
plains. The missing people gradually migrated kiese routes to the plain area of Assam. Beforeggoto the details of
the migration history, it is necessary to know theses responsible for migration of the Misingdrilt is very difficult to
ascertain the real causes of migration, due to dd@uthentic sources. So, to highlight the migmatdf the Misings, it is

necessary to depend on some common causes of imigeatumerated below:

The increasing population is regarded a major cafismigration. Perhaps, the missing people incrédbkeir
population, for jhum crops. To cultivate by hoe andin the hilly areas was not an easy processtizay needed huge
numbers of men to clear the hilly slopes. For engusmooth livelihood the missing people increagexdr population.
Moreover, there was no system of birth control.ntidamily system of the missing community was thmprapriate
example of it. In a mission society more than 206pbe lived together in a bamboo made thatch. Arrddnetor that led to
the uncontrolled growth of the mission populatiomswhe need for additional numbers of people foning racial clashes
in their search for fertile lands, hunting and matiyer matters. Due to boost of the populationjandh cultivation, in the
hilly areas, the tribes suffered from lack of fierfands. To sustain as an independent dominatiing they had increased
their population, without having a plan. There ¢ doubt that they increased their population tontaén wellness and
peaceful life in the hilly region, but the incredg®mpulation became a burden and created foodesmmiential crisis. So, to

avoid such problems they started their migratioth&oplains of Assam.

The missing people were migratory in nature andtvagrwn from the Yarlung valley to Subansiri valléyr
economic conditions. When they inhabited in Himalayegion they had practiced the occupation of fgattherers. They
had collected their necessary foods like vegetadaheisfruits from the forest and procured animaldbgting. It was not
an easy task to sustain their life because thewislaf required foods were not available in one@l&o, each day they
had set out to a new place in search of food. Tissing people were introduced with shifting modecoltivation since
long past and it was temporary types of cultivatiBrom the observation of the today’s mission sgcii appears that

they came down to the plains in search of foods.

The missing tribe migrated to the plains of Assamdimatic changes. The hilly climate of the Tietregion
was the low temperature than the plain areas oaswhich was not suitable for smooth living. Théyhareas were
covered by snow for more than six months a yeavag very hard for them to survive. The Miris ofrithern hills, there is
little or no cultivation and even the Miris of thdls near us are dependent on the plains for fbedause their crops of
Indian-corn, sweet potatoes and rice are not seffidor their own consumption. Due to climatic ddions they regularly
suffered food crisis and were compelled to termand attack the plain people for their sufficitotds. Later to avoid

such problems, they migrated to the plains are#@ssém.

Through trade and commerce the missing people et friendly relation to the plain people and gretu
migrated to the plains areas of Assam. Though tfn played the role of plunderers with regardhi® plain people, a
branch of missing people played the role of pditiegent in between Assam and the hill tribes afnchal Pradesh. This
branch of Mising was called Miri or ‘go-between’ mediator, which has already been mentioned. Same it was not
easy to loot plain people because they were undangsadministration of the Ahoms. Those people ivtteracted with
the plains of Assam were able to know that thers ahuge amount of adequate grazing land in therBaautra valley.

So, they set up a friendly relation through thesde and commerce. The Ahoms were also eagerdblisbt a friendly
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relation and started trading and commerce of opanth sat with them (Abors). The Northern Miris exufpad cotton
cloths and mangit for food, while the Southern aisimall trade in tobacco. Their staple articlecafdf was dried meat, but
their supply of methane (a kind of animal) and goa&s very limited. Along with these kinds of tratiey also started
slave trade. It was annoying that the Adi peoplesaered the minority Misings, as their slaves. rEtlee missing tribe
paid posse to the Adis. In this context the proteptooks of Assam Secretariat, Nos.20-23 wrotgave the honor to
report the arrival at Sadiya of a Parsi by namey@rg, who has run away with a woman called Yabusiage of one
Botak of Balek. The population had been greatlyaased by the frequent arrivals of runaway famifiesn Abor hills
and some Pagbo (slave), who were sold to the walbt Mishing (missing) by their own. This slavedeawas in full
swing, till the British declared it illegal and théreed many slave families who spent their livesoondage. The freed

slaves felt comfortable to live in the plains andl ot wish to return back.

The racial clash among the hill tribes was anoitmgortant factor of migration. Food crisis, whictose among
the hill tribes, was regarded as the principal eaab racial clashes. A missing folk-lore indicatist out of sheer
excitement they took excess Apong (alcohol or hieer) and went down to the stream in the deaddgiftnirhe stream
could be crossed only by swinging a raft attacloethé banks by two long ropes. Intoxicated by tkaess drink, they cut
off the wrong side of the rope while crossing ttream and, under the cover of pitch-darkness thagsacred the entire
population of their own village. But alas! When they dawned, to their utter astonishment and disihayas discovered
that, instead of the enemies, their own kit andwkare wiped off due to mistaken identity. In shdesperation, they left
the hills in a hurry looking for a solace in thestv@&xpanse of the Brahmaputra valley. They werbalty the splinter
group of the musings that reached the plains befdémilies and children, during the early permfdAhom rule, in upper
Assam. They were credited to have gained the fafitihe Ahom king Suhungmung, by killing some sna#te=aded by
the people of a certain area. Pleased with theageuand the adventuring spirit, the Misings wefferefl some women
and land to settle. The Samuguria Missing clan salthve derived from the fact that, they firstleetin Samuguria areas
of Lakhimpur district. This legend is sometime redel to as mikapalat, as they massacred their dtamk kin. Another
folk tale also relates to the migration histontledé Misings. According to the tale Myong, an oldssing widow was in a
village, along with his two sons named Eyekong &mbba. They were expert craftsmen having differgmpies of
weapons. The people of other clans were jealougpkmhed, to kill the two brothers. One night augref wicked people
attacked them. Myong was a brave and intelligenheaw. She mixed some chili powder with water andwhat the eyes

of the enemies, and fled away from the village Vhigh two sons. They finally came down to the pfihssam.

One more popular legend amongst the Misings and\tle is that once the Pa: dams of Damro village $@me
quarrel with the Minyongs of the Sitang villagevitiich, the Misings had aided the Pa: dam tribé #aid that Pa: dam
tribe did not know the technique of making boat&réfore they requested the Misings to help theooirstructing some
boats. So the Misings built two big boats to cribesSeine River, because the meanings, which itéthltie north bank,
had destroyed the bridge. When the victorious Ra ttibes were returning to their village, theimtwere guided by
two missing men namely Lébang and Tumsik. Lébatentionally, crashed the boats against a big lag was floating
there. Lébang’s reason in capsizing the boat wae,td the belief that if he did not sacrifice arg. Bams, the pityangs

(spirit of those people who were killed on war}ted Minoan people would take his own life.

The Pa: dams, which came to know about the detaeittion of Lébang, were very much angry with thisiks.

This episode resulted in the separation of the tammunities. At the same time, the meanings wese aktremely
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annoyed with the Misings because, soon they alsted® know that it was the Misings, who had builtl ssteered the
boats, which helped the Pa: dams. The Minyongs ttacs became an enemy of the Misings, giving risedstructive
wars. Consequently, after some time, the Misingsewlerced to move away from the vicinity of Pa: daand the
Minyongs. The Misings first moved to a place ndwr tonfluence of the Lohit with the river Dibandl these folk tales
throw light on the fact that the missing was oradiy a hill tribe. They quarreled among themselvesy frequently. The
tormented group left the hills and came down toplains area and took shelter under the Ahom kingdd he

appeasement policy followed by the Ahom monarchyatals the Misings was also responsible for the ignation. The
Ahom kings Sahungmung (1539 to 1552), Pratap SigB@3 to 1642) and Joydhajja Singha (1654 to 1,666uded the
missing tribes within the home administration, with any display of racial discrimination. The abawentioned legend
mikapalat is an appropriate example of this refatlo the meantime, the missing tribe could draterdgion of the Ahom
kings through their expertise in archery and navat. Through the park system the Ahom kings appdirthe expert
Misings, in the officials of Miri Barua, Sadiya Kiva Miri and Kardi Miri (archer). The Ahom’s appainént system

encouraged the employees to settle, along with tasiilies.

For the above mentioned factors the Mising tribegrated to the plains of Assam, following differaoutes at
different times and in different groups. In coucddime the missing people settled in differentoglsiin the Brahmaputra
valley and accordingly they were divided into eleygoups and namely Pagro’, ‘Delu’, Dambuk’, ‘Mogin‘Chayang’,

‘Oyan’, ‘Chamuguria’, ‘Tamar’, Bonkuwal, Bihiya arBebejia.
Distribution Pattern of the Misings

The Mising community is scattered across the sthfessam and Arunachal Pradesh. The missing inbaliver
valleys where Yarlung valley of Tibet, Sun Valleysangpo), Subansiri of present Arunchal Pradesh tanthe
Brahmaputra valley of Assam. The tribe migrateth® Eastern Himalayan region along with the sintildres following
different historical causes. In present day contb&tmissing people are dwelling in three distrizasnely Luhit, Upper
and Lower Siang of Arunachal Pradesh. After migigtio the plains of Assam they inhabited in thetHdis of the
northern Assam especially on Subansiri valley. Adtw to the account of W. Robison the area wasdbésl from north
to south by the river Subansiri; the eastern haf wermed as the marshals (Mouza) of Seesee, Derflajeemaji),
Burdolonee and Doukwakhana (Dhokuakhana); and #stesn into those of Lakhimpur, Baskatta, Choiduaza Miri
Mahal. These were initial inhabitance of the migdiribe in Assam. The Buranjis indicates that, tfissing community
established their early settlements in Assam stheereign of king Suhungmung (1539 to 1552 A. DrjdAdifferent
groups of missing tribe continued to migrate tdedént places of Assam and settled themselvesaireplaccording to the
peak system. The missing people migrated to theplay following the banks of river Subansiri, Bhoroli, Ronganodi,
Boroi, Durban and Dihang. Of these tributaries iwér Brahmaputra, the Subansiri is the principakeriand called it
Obnori in Missing language. The river is connectgéth mighty Brahmaputra in lower Majuli, througheth akhimpur
district. Following this river basin, they settled the entire Island of Majuli then, and they wgradually distributed to
the entire Upper Brahmaputra valley. The Censusertegf India stated that the majority of the Migtdements were on
the north bank or in the Majuli Island. The mairsgsidn concentrated areas in the north bank ofitke Brahmaputra was
bounded by the river Jia Bhoroli, in the west aiwémrLohitya in the east. The mirrors were boundedhe southeast by

the Dirjemo river, which separates them from thesgtinhabiting the low hills, north of the Dibrugaon the northeast by
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a low range of hills, the southern boundary ofElileong valley; on the south by the sub-divisiorNafrth Lakhimpur; on
the south-west by the hills to the east of the Rangi river, which separate them from the Daphlé® record shows
that, in medieval Assam the Misings were basicdisgributed only on the Northern bank of the Brapotsa valley. The
geographical area, as that the Miri land was iretlith the North-western Jia Bhoroli to north-eas{zart of river Dibang,

Mishmi and Khamti hills and to the south of riveraBmaputra.

The Misings living across the banks of various mévgive us an idea of the location and distributadnthe
Misings. Such rivers are mainly Dibong, Dihang, mga, Subansiri, Ronganadi, Jia dhal and Buroi. Bd&ins of these
rivers are the inhabited areas of the Misings. darse of time, the Mising tribe spread to northéank of river
Brahmaputra than to southern bank of the river. fidi®ewing demographic profile of the Misings alsoiggests the
location and the distribution pattern in the coddradministration. The Mising community basicalpncentrated in three

districts of Colonial Assam namely- Darrang, Lakpimand Sivasagar.

Table 1: The Demographic Status of the Mising Popation and Districts at 1881

Districts | Total-Misings Population | Male | Female
Darrang 3,113 1,55Y 1,554
Sibsagar 10,836 5478 5,358
Lakhimpur 11,687 6,268 5,419

uBoes: Census of India, 1881.

From the demographic data it has come to light thatMising people was concentrated on the gebigaparea
on the Northern bank of the river Brahmaputra i total number of 5,419. Towards the last pathefAhom’s reign, a
number of Mising people spread to the southern lodmiver Brahmaputra, particularly to the undivid8ivasagar district.
Some Mising people also settled on the Naga fdethlin informal conversation was held with the agle headman (Mr.
Mineswar Saikia) of Aitonia Miri gaon at Nughura jpfesent Golaghat district towards to the Nagahitiet From the
conversation, it came to light that three generatiearlier, the village headmen belonged to Mirmoanity and they
were from Mili clan (a sub-clan of Mising triben present day context there is not a single Migamgily, living in the
village. Due to certain causes the Mising peopiethe village, from Aitonia Miri Gaon and migratéal another place. So,
it indicates that, the Mising people were settiedhiose areas by the Ahom kings, through paik sysedther to prevent
Nagas invasion or compelled to spread to thesesade to the Burmese invasion (1817-22), or duttiegtime of British
administration. In 1950 onwards a group of Misirepple came to these regions, for protecting therasdkom natural
hazard. Following these reasons a good number sihlylwere distributed to the southern part of prederhat, Sivsagar,
and Dibrugarh, and up to Philobari of present Thieswlistricts and on Northern bank Sonipur, Lakhimpnd Dhemaiji
including the Majuli Island. The record concededttithe Mising people were distributed both in ®euthern and
Northern bank of the river Brahmaputra, and thetatdished themselves as one of the important satigious and

political tribal group of Upper Brahmaputra Valley.

Table 2: The District Wise Mising Population 2011

Districts Total_ Total ST_S.T % of S_T Mising % of Mising popula_tion
population population Population | Population | of the ST population
Kokrajhar 886999 278665 0.01579 44 0.01579
Dhubri 1948632 6332 0.11055 7 0.11055
Goalpara 1008959 231570 0.009069 21 0.009069
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Table 2: Condt
Barpeta 1693190 27344 0.003657 1 0.003657
Marigaon 957853 136777 0.022665 31 0.022665
Nagaon 2826006 115153 0.154577 178 0.154577
Sonitpur 1925975 232207 21.11390 49028 21.11392
Lakhimpur 1040644 249426 79.336557  19788p 79.336557
Dhemaiji 688077 325560 67.58877  22004P 67.58877
Tinsukia 1316948 82066 22.110253 18145 22.110253
Dibrugarh 1327748 102871 9.02586(7 9285 9.025867
Sibsagar 1150253 49039 56.758906 27834 56.758906
Jorhat 1091295 139971 73.065185 102270 73.065135
Golaghat 1058674 111765 47.44598 53028 47.44598
Cachar 1736319 17569 0.119529 21 0.119529
Karimganj 1217002 1940 0.618557 12 0.618557
Hailakandi 659260 691 1.736614 12 1.736614
Bongaigaon 732639 18835 0.276042 52 0.276082
Chirang 481818 178688 0.002239 4 0.002239
Kamrup 1517202 182038 0.06866]7 125 0.068667
Kamrup 1260419 75121 3.048415 2290 3.048415
Metropolitan
Nalbari 763919 23364 0.094162 22 0.094162
Baksa 953773 331007 0.00302/L 10 0.003021
Darrang 908090 8419 0.106901 9 0.106901
Udalguri 832769 267372 0.025058 67 0.025059
Assam 3211646 21.186146 680,424 21.186146

SourceCensus of India, 2011.

Above mentioned demographic profile indicates ttegamity of Mising people are distributed in the letiglistrict
of upper Assam. The most Mising populated disteddhemaji di and its total Mising population is®22 and second
largest populated district is Lakhimpur numberstaf population is 197886. Like that, Jorhat distaccupies the third
position with total population of 102270 and Golaghlistrict occupies the fourth position, with ttegal population of
53028. The percentages of Mising population indi¢hé distribution pattern of Mising tribe in difést places of Assam.

Role of Mising women in day to day life

Although, the Mising women folk has played actiederin Mising society but the Mising society is iatchal
form which means that man folk is the decisive poafe¢he society. The Mising women work hard mdrart men for the
economic development of the family. There is aeddhtiation among the male and female folk, of Mising society.
The differentiation can be mark in the field of walivision, dress and physical appearances. It seiagradation of sex,
division of labour in the society. As a result betinfluence of modern education system in theespcin present day
context the Mising women equally participate withlenfolk in Business sector, employment and evepoiitics along

with their domestic activities.

To make an estimate of Mising women folk we tryhighlight the role of Mishing women in differenefd as

follows:
* Role of Mising Woman in Household activities

* Role of Mising Women in Agricultural field
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* Role of Mising Women in Social welfare activities.

* Role of Mishing Women in the Political field.

* Role of Mishing Women in the Cultural spheres.
Role of Mising Women in Household Activities

The Mising woman has all the major responsibility,house hold activities. So, it is some time corapahe
Mising woman with God Biswakarma (the Hindu Godaathitecture). More than 50% house hold works aheesl by the
Mising women in a family. The household activitidse carrying of water, clearing house, cookinggedimg pigs, hens,
ducks and other domestic animals, looking afteldedin and aged, collection of firewood from jungtégaring paddy for
food, collection vegetables and fish were geneiddliye by the women folk. In traditional Mising setyi the main work of
the male folk is to go out of home for hunting. @8,the domestic works were completed by the woinethe family.

Apart from domestic works the women folk equallgkgart in agricultural field.
Role of Mising Women in Agricultural Field

Agriculture is the main livelihood of Mising commitym Before migration to the plain they lived inethnilly
region of present Arunachal Pradesh where thetipeacjhum harvest, by clearing and burning thegjes in the hilly
slope. In the hills they migrated from one placeatmther in search of cultivable land as it was pudsible to harvest
twice in same land due to the less fertility. Thoejtivated Ahupaddy (seed sowing) along with difer vegetables like
potato, ginger and chilies. The Mising women haalyell a vital role in the traditional agriculturaldalater on general
cultivation system. They actively participate alomigh male members in cultivation like sowing sebkdrvesting, cutting
corn, clearing the field from harmful grass. Thegr carry fire wood in returning home from the agfiure field. In this

way the Mising women plays a great role, in thecadpural process and always dedicates for thesdficient life.
Role of Mising Women in Social Welfare Activities

Man is a social being and likes to live in the sbgi Likewise, Mising people also like to live inagety from the
ancient time. Though, the society is patriarchahature but the women folk has also equally takpaasibility in social
activities of the community. The social welfareigities in Mising society, generally means to maWerang Okum
(dormitory hall), construction work of roads anddiges in the village, to repair home, wheneves ilamaged by natural
calamity, and to help those families who could firush their agriculture in time for many problenihe Mising women
were also member of Yame-Mimbir (unmarried boys gt organization) and dedicated their physiedldur, in such
social welfare works. Generally to conclude theseks, the unmarried male-female member of the géllalways comes
forward through the organization Yame-Mimbir. Anygmber who disobeyed the decision of the instituf@ame-Mimbir
could be fined, through cash or kinds. The fineduded one cook, rice beer and battle-nut and shoadret for his
disobedience. Through the institution all the matel female members of the village were boundedsdaial welfare
activities. The Mising women folk always ready telghor discharge to join the Yame-Mimbir organiaati apart from

their busy house hold and agriculture works.
Role of Mising Women in Politics

The scope of Mising society was generally limitadthie boundary of the village. All the administvatiworks
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and subjects were controlled by the institution ubgj Kébang (village council). According to the itemh of Mising

society the women folk, not allowed to join in seasof dolung Kébang, though they could participatévely in socio-
economic activities of the society. It was believedt, for the protection of the village the wonfetk were not included
in the session of Kébang. But, in course of timhés noticed that, due to the modern educationiafidence of the other
society some certain changes came to the Misingtyp@nd began to participate in political affaisdong with other
women of Assam. Gradually, the Mising women alstivaly participate in the politics of the countrin the post
independence Assam, the Mising women community égrran organization, named All Mising Women Orgatiiza
(Takam Mising Mime Kébang). The formation of thesiig women organization clearly indicates that,Miging women

started to participate actively in political affanf the country and dedicates their political cibation.
Mising Women in the Cultural field

The culture is the mirror of a sociefyhe civilizationof a society could be estimated by understandiag:thture
of a particular society. The Mising culture playsitl role in the cultural field of Assam. Theyveaa rich culture and the
women folk play an important role in uplifting tiMdising culture. The Mising women enriched its stgig¢hrough the
dress which they wore in the ritual activities. Mg women weaved their clothes and they also méathes, to the man
folk of the family. The women community always wedheir traditional dress and ornaments in vari@ssivals, folk
dance and music, which signifies the rich cultur¢he Mising society. It also inspires the othemeounities of Assam.

Thus it can be assumed that, the Mising women @lsignificant role in uplifting culture and civiition of the society.

In conclusion, it can be summed up that, the Misiiigp is a major tribe of Assam, which presentydation is 6,
80, and 424. Traditionally, the Mising society wagatriarchal in nature and male folk played theisien making role.
Hunting was the principal occupation of the commurBesides hunting the community also relatedcadftiral activities.
They cultivated of chupardy (seed sowing), gingéilj, potato and cotton through jhum cultivatidrhey migrated to the
plains of Assam for livelihood. The tribe migratedm Himalayan region around %%entury A. D. and gradually they
distributed both the bank of river Brahmaputra.haligh, the Mising women folk could not participatethe session of
Kébang but, they played major role in the conteixsacio-culture and economic life. Through the itusion Yame-
Mimbir (unmarried boys and girls) the Mising womferk could dedicate their physical contributionttee society. The
Mising woman play a great role in domestic actdgtiand agricultural field and dedicates their senfor the self-

sufficient life.
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